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“Mn VILLAGE to Me. i ae 


“Dean Co weiwt ’ : 
26.2 Mere Country Squire, who. cilia all hia 

: time among dogs and horfes, is now. become: 

mie an. uncommon charaéter ; and the moft: 

§ aukward loobily inheritor of an old manfion- 

~ * houfe is a fine gentleman in. comparifon to 
his: forefathers... The principles of.a town education for, 
merly. fcarce {pread themfelves, beyond the narrow limits of 
the bills of mortality: but now every London refinement, 
travels to the remoteft, corner of the kingdom, and. the. 
polite families from the town duly import to their diftant . 
feats the cuftoms-and. manners of Pall-mall and Grofecnor- 
Sguare. 
“Vor. II. x I HAVE 
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I nave been for this fortnight paft at Lord Courtky’s, 
who for about four months in every year leads a town life 
at the diftance of above two hundred miles from London. 
He never rifes till twelve or one o’clock ; though - ‘nideed he 
often fees the fun rife; byt then that only happens, when, 
as the old fong fays, he has “ drank down the moon.” 
Drinking ss ; only ratp! gmyfement He fepfhies; 94 
that part f high diverfiens i6-cdndacted Lee in 
don fafhion.. He. does not fwill country ale, but gets drunk 
with Changpagne ahd Burgundy ; and every Wifh at his table 
is ferved yp. with eg much elegance as at White's, or Ryan's. 
He has an excellent pack of hounds: but, I believe, was 
never-in-at-the-death of a fox-in-his life:yet ftrmgers never 
want a chace, for the hounds aré out three times a week 
with a younger brother of Lord Caurtiey’s, who never faw 
London in his life; and who, if he was not indulged with a 
place at his lordfhip’s table, might naturally | be confidered as 
his whipper-in, or his game-keeper, 


THE, evening-walk is a thing unknown and unheard.of at 
Lord Courtley’s : for, though fituated in'a very fine country, 
he knows no more of the charms of purling . ftreams: Gnd 
fhady groves, than if they rever cxifted bat in poetry or 
romance. As foon as the daily debauch after dinner, and 
the ceremonies of coffee and ‘tea-are over, the company is 
conducted into a magnificent apartment illuminated with 
wax-candies, and fet out with as many card-tables, as the 
route of a foreign ambaffador’s lady, Here Faro, Whift,: 
Brag, Lanfquenet, and every other fathionable game make’ 
up the evening’s entertainment. This piece of politenefs has 
fometimes fallen heavy on forne honeft country gentlemen, 
who have found dining with his lordfhip turn out a very 
dear ordinary; and many a good lady has had occafion to 


curfe 
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curfe the. cards, and her. ill-ftarred connections with per- 
fons of quality : though his lordthip is never, at 1a lofs,for a 
party, for as feveral people of fafhion have feats. near him, 


he often fits down with fome of his friends of the club at 
White's. . Vhad almoft forgot to mention that, her hadytbip 
keeps a day, which i is Sunday. 


“Tits, Dear Coufin, is the ‘genteel manner of living in the 
country; and-F tarnot help obferving, ‘that‘perfons polite 
enough to be: fond'of fuch exquifite refinements, are partly 
in the fame cafe with’ thé’ mechanic at' ‘his dufty ‘villa. 
They*both, indedd, change their fituation ; “but neither find 
the leat ‘alteration in’ their “ideas. ‘The tradéfinan, wheh 
“at his: Box; “has ait! the notions ‘that employ’ him in his 
compting-Hodife ‘and the nobleman, though in the far- 
theft part of England, thay fill be faid ‘to > breath the ‘air 


of st. Sanies's. 


wha was. chiefly ‘induced:to- fen you this fhort:.account of 
the refined manner, in which pérfons of: fafhion pafs their 
time-ati Lord Courtiey’s, beeaufé I think! it a very ftriking 
contraft to, the character. deferibed in the inclofed paper. 
I hope your! readets will‘act do either you or me the Honour 
to think this riatural defcription 'a‘mere creature of the ima- 
ginatién., ‘The picture of the extraordinary gentleman here 
defcribed i. now at the feat of Lord Shaftfoury at St. Giles’s 
near Cranbern in Dor fetfhire, and this lively character of him 
was iteally and.truly drawn by Anthony 2A/bly Cowper, firft 
Earleof Shaft/bury, and is infcribed on the picture.’ I doubt 
not but you will be ‘glad ‘of being able to communicate it to 
the public, and that they’ will receive it with their ufual 
candour, 

Tam; dear Coufin, yours, &c, 
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The Charatter of the Honourable W. HASTINGS of 
“Woodlands in Hamphhire ; Second Son of FRANCIs 
Earl of Huntingdon. ° ! 


N the Year 1638 lived Mr. Hafings ; by his Quality 

Son, Brother, and Uncle to'the Earls of Huntingdon, He 
was peradyenture an original in our Age; or rather the Copy 
-of our ancient Nobility, in hunting, not, in warlike times. 

- He was low,:very.-ftrong and very active; of a-reddith 
flaxen Hair, .. His Cloaths. always Bresn Cloth, and. never 
all worth (when new) five Pounds, 

‘His Houfe was perfeétly of the old Fafhion, in the + midt 
of a Jarge Park well ftocked with;Deer ; and. near the Houfe 
Rabits to. ferve his Kitchen ; many Fithponds ; great ftore 
of, Wood and ‘Timber ; a Bowling Green in. it, long. but 
Darrow, fall of, high Ridges, it. being. 2 never levell’d fince 
it was plough’ d. They ufed round Sand Bowls; and: it 
had a Banquetting Houfe like a Stand, built in a Tree. 
jo He kept: all Manner of: Sport’ Hounds, that rah Buck, 
Fox, “Hare; ‘Otter, and Badger.., And:-Hawks, long: and 
hort, winged; “He had all Sorts of Nets ‘for Fith.  Heshad 
a Walk in the New Foréf,'andthe Manor of Chrif-Church. 
This laft, fupply’d-him: with Red Deer, Sea and River Fith) 
And indeed all his. Neighbours Grounds and Royalties were 
free to him, who beftow’d all his Time on’ thefe Sports; 
but what he borrow’d to carefs his Neighbours Wives: and 
Daughters; there. being not. a.Woman in all his Walks, of 
the Degree of. a Yeoman’s Wife or under, and under the 
Age of forty,..but it was extremely her Fault, if he was!not 


intimately acquainted with her.. This mad¢ him very po- 
pular; always {peaking kindly to the Hufband, Brother Of) 
Father: who was to boct, very welcome to his Houfe, 
whenever he came, There he found- Beef, Pudding, and 

fmall 
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finall Béér-in great plenty. 2A Houféinot!:fo neatly dept as to 
fhamé Him or-his-dirty*thoes*® the ‘great’ Hall ftrow’ ¢_ with 
Marrow-bones, ‘fall: of “Hawks-Perches, Hounds; Spanjels 
and ‘Terriers :-the upper Side of sthe Hall :‘hung with Fox- 
fkins of this and the laft Year’s kiiling 5» hereoand) there’ a 
Pole-Cat intermixt ; gage rege and Hunter’s» Poles in 
great-Abundance.° . iors 1 
The: Parlour .was.a large Room.as poorest) furnithed: 
On a great Hearth paved with Brick lay fome Terriers, and 
the choiceft Hounds and Spaniels. Seldom» but two. of :the 
great Chairs had Jitters of young Cats in ‘them ;-which were 
not to be'difturbed ; he having always three: ot four attend- 
ing him at Dinner ; and ‘a little whiterdund Stick of fourteen 
Inches lying by his. Trencher, that: he might defend fuch 
Meat as:he-hadvno wind to part. with to.them: - The Win- 
dows (which were:'very large).ferved for Places.to lay his 
Arrows, Crofs-Bows, Stone-Bows, .and other fuch like Ac- 
coutrements, The Corners of the Room full of! the beft- 
chofe-Hunting and Hawking Poles. An Oyfter Table at the 
lower End, which was of conftant Ufe twice a Day all the — 
Year. round. »: For) be; never -failed :to. cat. Oyfters; before 
Dinner and: Supper,>through all: Seafons ; the>neighb’ring 
Town: of Pool fupply’d& him with them, | , 

The upper part:of the Room had two. (mall Tables sali 
Defk; on the one fide of: whith:wds a Church Bible, and.on 
the other the Book ‘of Martyts;:cOn the ‘Fable:were Hawks- 
Hoods; *Bells, and ftch like ; ‘two.orjthree old green Hats; 
with their Crowns thruft in foas to hold ten ora dozen Eggs, 
which were of a Pheafant kind of Poultry he took much 
care of and fed himfelf. Tables, Dice, Cards, and Boxes 


were not wanting. In the Hole of the Defk were ftore of 
Tobacco Pipes that had been ufed. 


Vor. II. Y On 
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On one Side of this End of the Room was the Door of 4 
Clofet wherein ftood the Strong Beer and the Wine, which 
never came thence but in fingle Glaffes; that being the Rule 


~of the Houfe exaftly obferv’d. For he never exceeded in 


Drink: or permitted it. _ 

On the other Side was the Door into an old Chapel, not 
ufed for Devotion. The Pulpit, as the fafeft Place, was 
never wanting of a cold Chine of Beef, Venifon Pafty, 
Gammon of Bacon, or great Apple-pye with thick Cruft, 
extremely baked. 

His Table: coft him not much; though it was good to 
eat at; His Sports fupplied all but Beef and Mutton, except 
Fridays, when he had the -beft Saltfith (as well as other 
Fith) he could get ; and was the Day his Neighbours of 
beft Quality moft vifited him. He never wanted a London 
Pudding, and always fung it in with My Part hes therein-a. 
He drank a Glafs or two of Wine at Meals; very often Sy- 
rup of Gilly-flower in his Sack; and had always a Tun 
Glafs, without Feet, ftoad by him, holding a Pint of Small- 
Beer which he often ftirr’d with Rofemary. 

He was well natured but foon angry, calling his Servants, 
Baftards and cuckeldy Knaves, in one of which he often 
{poke Truth to his own Knowledge ; and fometimes in both, 
though of the fame Man. . He lived to be an hundred ; 
never loft his Eye-fight, but always wrote and read without 
Spectacles; and got on Horfeback without Help, Until 
paft fourfcore he rode to the Death of a Stag as well as any. 





